CHARLES'S LAST YEARS                         223

Commission had justly acquired a reputation for incompetence. Louis
expressed his satisfaction at James's return to the position he had
previously enjoyed :

The King of England could have taken no resolution more
agreeable to his prosperity and reputation than that of reestablish-
ing the Duke of York in all his offices.

James declares in his memoirs that when he returned from Scotland
he promised Charles that when once he had reported on the affairs of
Scotland he would meddle no more in the public business of either
kingdom, great as would be the personal sacrifice involved; James's
biographer, however, having transcribed this passage from the memoirs,
imples a few pages later that the promise was not kept, for he mentions
among the blessings which Charles enjoyed at the end of his life,

the Duke his brother at his side, whose indefatigableness in
business took a great share of that burden off his shoulders, which
his indolent temper made uneasy to him, and this His Royal
Highness performed with such a perfect conformity to His Majesty's
inclinations and obedience to his will, as made his services as free
from jealousy and unsuspected as they were affectionate and useful,
both to confirm his happiness at home and establish his reputation
abroad.

In view of this and other passages in the biography and of the inde-
pendent evidence above quoted, James need not be believed when he
states elsewhere in his memoirs that the long conversations he had
with Charles, and which caused pangs of jealousy to the Duchess of
Portsmouth, were entirely upon the subject of religion. Be that as it
may, the Duchess was undoubtedly jealous of James at this time,
and it was a galling thought to her that she had been the means of
bringing him back to the chief place in Charles's counsels, to be forced
herself into the background. The outcome of her jealousy was a plan
for sending James back to Scotland, and so persistent was she (helped
also by Charles's weariness at James's constant company) that had
Charles lived a few months longer the plan would have succeeded
and James would have found himself again in exile, though this time,
no doubt, on more honourable terms than previously. The decision to
make the journey was taken as early as November 1684, but no date
was fixed; on January 17 James's departure seemed imminent, but a
week later he told Melfort that he would not go until he had been to
Newmarket with Charles, an excursion planned for the first week in
March.